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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Good Friday Worship Service

March 29, 2024

Explanation of Service Tonight, as Christ lays in the tomb for three days, we consider our own sinfulness and need for a Savior, and the amazing love and grace that brought him to live among us. We see our Lord Jesus as a Servant, as a Savior, and as Sovereign God. And we worship.

The Introit 
God forbid that I should boast of anything 

but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In him is salvation, life, and resurrection from the dead; 

by him we are redeemed and set free. 

May God be gracious to us and bless us, 

and make his face shine upon us. 

Leader 3:
The Lord be with you. 

All:

And also with you. 

Leader 3:
Let us pray. Almighty God, look graciously on this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and given up into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; we ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All:

Amen. 

Leader 2:
As if it were not enough, Almighty God, Creator of the Universe,



that You should, through the power of Your Word, call into being all



that is known and all that remains to be discovered:

Leader 3:
As if that were not enough,


You continue to hold all of it, and all of us ~ all of creation ~ lovingly in the hollow of Your hand.





(Silent Prayer)
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Leader 1:
And we, creatures made of clay, hold ourselves as gods ~ believing




ourselves to be the center of the universe ~ greater than the God who created all things.

Sing:
In the morning when I rise (repeat 3 times), give me Jesus.
      #770


Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.
Leader 2:
As if it were not enough, Almighty God, that in the fullness of time



you called into being a blue-green jewel of a planet to shimmer and



to delight;

Leader 1:
As if that were not enough,



You peopled it with creatures made in Your own image and



likeness, creating an oasis of life in the vastness of space.





(Silent Prayer) 

Leader 2:
And we, the creatures made in Your image, Your likeness, treat the



gift of life with arrogance ~ holding ourselves as overlords of



creation rather than stewards entrusted with our Master’s



treasures.

Sing:
Dark . . . midnight was my cry (3 times), give me Jesus.


Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

Leader 1:
As if it were not enough, Almighty and Loving God, that You should



create men and women;

Leader 3:
As if that were not enough,



You chose to reveal ~ generation by generation, to wanderers in



deserts, those who lived in ancient cities, and us today ~ the truth



of Your love.





(Silent Prayer)

Leader 2:
And we, heirs to the great Story are forgetful and dismissive of our



heritage.

Sing:
Just about the break of day (3 times), give me Jesus.


Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.
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Leader 1:
As if it were not enough, Almighty and Loving God, that You



revealed the promise of eternal life and entered into covenant with



Your Chosen People;

Leader 2:
As if that were not enough,



when the hearts of humanity were hard and rebellious, You sent



Your Son, the Only-Begotten, to enter our history and to redeem it.





(Silent Prayer)

Leader 1:
And we, the people who know of Your great covenant ~ Your great



promise ~ still harden our hearts against You. We place the cross ~



the sign of Your great sacrifice of love ~ before our eyes, but we do



not see it. 

Leader 2:
We refuse to recognize what it means.

Sing:
Oh, . . . when I come to die (3 times), give me Jesus.


Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.
Leader 3:
As if it were not enough, Almighty and Loving Father, that through



the death and resurrection of Your dear Son, all creation should be



redeemed; 

Leader 2:
As if that were not enough,


Your Son established His Church to be Witness and Prophet, Teacher and Healer, giving it through the Holy Spirit ~ gifts and abilities to be His hands, feet, and very heart in the world.





(Silent Prayer)

Leader 1:
And we, the people of Your Church are afraid to tell what we know.



We are timid and fearful ~ we hide the truth of your love for all so



freely given ~ we refuse to be Your hands, feet, and heart in the




world.

Sing:
And . . . when I want to sing (3 times), give me Jesus.


Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.
Leader 2:
As if it were not enough, Almighty and Loving God, that You



should, through the power of Your Word, call into being all that is



known and all that remains to be discovered;
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Leader 3:
As if that were not enough,



You continue to hold all things lovingly in the hollow of Your hand.



No universe, no atom exists without Your knowing;



but Your greatest love and tenderest care are bestowed upon the



frailest of Your creatures.

Leader 1:
In Your mighty work of creation



You never lose sight of the least of your children:



those sick in mind and in body;



those oppressed and downtrodden;



those who are hungry, naked and cold;



those who struggle and those who despair;



those who suffer and those who die alone, uncomforted.

Leader 2:
You who hold the stars in being, hold these children closest to Your



heart.





(Silent Prayer)

Leader 1:
And we, Your people, do not see in these little ones 



The image of Your Son.



We say words – but do not change our lives.

We offer sympathy ~ but choose not to help in improving the lives of our brothers and sisters, co-heirs of the great story of salvation.

Leader 2:
O God, you search us out and know us, and all that we are is open to you.



We confess that we have failed You.

All:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

Leader 3:
When we avoid examining ourselves but jump to examine our neighbors:

All:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
Leader 2:
When we show great discipline in going after worldly wealth, but invest neither energy nor enthusiasm in the treasures of the Spirit:

All:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
Leader 1:
When we confess you among our friends, at least with our deeds, but deny you when a stranger comes near:

All:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
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Leader 2:
When we build our comforts and pleasures, stepping over or even ON others along the way, instead of sacrificing our privileges to build a world that all can share:

All:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
Leader 3:
When we would rather crucify those who cry out for justice than make the effort to unweave the web of injustice around us.

All:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
Leader 1:
When we demand instant results and scorn those who find value in waiting, in yearning, even in suffering, even in dying:

All:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
Leader 2:
When we look for: an easier gospel; a lighter cross to bear;



an easier way to be Christ’s followers:

All:

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
Leader 1:
What, then does this mean for us ~ that we want the easy life without God troubling us? Is it hopeless, for we are sinful through and through, and beyond the love of God?

Leader 2:
No, for God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but will have everlasting life.

Leader 1:
So, then, there is hope?

Leader 3:
Yes, for God didn’t send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world may be saved through him.    

Leader 2:
Christ dead, in the grave, seemed hopeless as well, but God always has a plan for God’s beloved people.

Leader 1:
For I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD; plans for a future filled with hope.

Leader 3:
Because of Christ, your sins are forgiven; in the name of Christ, I declare that to be true!

All:

Thanks be to God!

Leader 2:
Dear Friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.   (1 John 4:7)

The Scripture Reading: John 18:1-19:42

The Reflection:
(A time of silence)
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We Profess our Belief

We believe in God,

creator of all that is and shall be,

redeemer of all that is less than it could be,

sustainer of our living, our loving, our being.

We believe in the cross of Christ,

drenched in hatred and cruelty,

yet overflowing with God's unquenchable love.

We believe in the bread of life:

broken and shared, it opens our eyes to the presence of Christ

and strengthens us for the journey.

We believe that Christ was betrayed, abandoned, and suffered

all the hurts, torments and betrayals that come with being human,

endured because of amazing love shown through amazing grace,

and taken on that we might be free.

We believe in the joy of the Holy Spirit,

poured into the hearts of believers,

sinners though we are:

Eternally loved by the Father,

Embraced forever by the Son,

Guided each day by the Holy Spirit.

We believe in love:

the nature of God, 

the Gospel shown to us in Jesus Christ:

a gift unsurpassed,

and a mystery fulfilled

for the sake of the world.

Leader 3:
How then shall we live? How shall this faith take flesh in the world?

Leader 2:
The cross?

All:

We will take it.
Leader 1:
The bread?

All:

We will break it.
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Leader 3:
The pain?

All:

We will bear it.
Leader 2:
The joy?

All:

We will share it.
Leader 3:
The Gospel?

All:

We will live it.
Leader 1:
The love?

All:

We will give it.
Leader 2:
The light?

All:

We will cherish it.
Leader 3:
The darkness?

All:

God shall perish it. Thanks be to God!
The Benediction 
Leader 3:
The God of love and peace † be with you. 

All:

Amen. 
The Shared Blessing:
Let There Be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.

With God as our Father, fam'ly all are we.

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now.

With ev'ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow;

To take each moment, and live each moment in peace eternally!

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.

The Dismissal 
Leader 2:
We praise you, O God, even in the midst of darkness.

Leader 1:
We praise you, O God, through your gift of life in Jesus Christ. 

Leader 3:
In him is salvation, life, and resurrection from the dead; 



by him we are redeemed and set free. 

All:

Thanks be to God.
Postlude
*(All leave in silence)*
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The Offering Plate is on the table at the door of the church. If you would like to give to the mission and ministry of Yellow Lake Lutheran Church, you may leave your gift there. Thank you for your generous gifts to the work done through YLLC in Christ’s name.
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